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Park Lane School
Community
RE Policy
(September 2022-July 2023)

Rationale

Since January 2020, subjects other than English and Mathematics, have been drawn together into four key areas, called Values. These areas are Challenge (D&T, ICT and Science), Creativity (Art, Music and Drama), Individuality (P.E., PHSCE and SRE) and Community (R.E., History and Geography). At Park Lane School we value RE because it 
will develop children's knowledge and understanding of  different religious beliefs, values and traditions that are followed in our multi-cultural society, through RE they will learn about the world around them and gain their own sense of  identity.
Aims
· To foster pupils' ability to, and their understanding and enjoyment of RE
· To experience a wide range of different religions both in our school community and the wider community
· To encourage the pupils to develop their imagination and to express personal thought and feeling

What is RE?
Taken from Cheshire East Council SACRE handbook

Religious education involves learning „about‟, (Encounter) and learning „from‟ religion (Response) and it is therefore important that teachers enable pupils to engage with religions and beliefs in a way that is significant and meaningful for them. It is important that learning in RE is active: pupils should engage in activities which enable them to have first hand experiences of religions, faith and other world views through a variety of means.  These would include, for example: games, simulations, drama and role play (when appropriate), visits and inviting visitors to the classroom.  

We understand RE to be:
At Park Lane, we understand that RE teaching should involve learning about and from different world religions/faiths in an active and exploratory form that suits the varying needs of our pupils. When planning for children with SEN it is important to think of including elements in a lesson from each of the senses - something to touch, taste, smell, listen to and watch also elements of movement.  
Rights Respecting Schools
Article 14

Every child has the right to think and believe what they want and to practise their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from enjoying their rights. Governments must respect the rights of parents to give their children information about this right. E.gs. in Community curriculum and Coordinator events- opportunities for children to experience and practise their religion and  learn about other religions in school- World Religion Day, different festivals e.g. Diwali 
Article 29 

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. E.gs. in Community curriculum for children to learn about different cultures and share their own culture with others- festivals and cultural events, festivals and celebrations.
Article 30 
Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family, regardless of whether these are shared by the majority of the people in the country where they live.

E.gs. opportunities to engage in daily prayer and customs in class/school Community curriculum e.gs - festivals and cultural events, festivals and celebrations

Article 31

Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities. E.gs. in Community curriculum-opportunities to engage in a broad range of experiences/activities relating to festivals, celebrations and cultural events – Saint George’s Day, Pentecost, Summer Solstice.
How is the subject taught?
In Key Stages 1 – 3 is taught through either termly or half termly topics. 
In KS4 & 5- it is included within the ASDAN curriculum.
Long Term Planning

Teachers in key stage 1, 2, 3 plan their curriculum through cross curricular topics which include RE.
The EYFS scheme of work is devised by the Foundation Stage teacher and is wholly cross curricular. 

Medium Term Planning

RE is taught through either termly or half termly topics  for KS1-3.
Opportunities for reading in RE

RE provides ample opportunities to develop pupil’s reading across all levels of ability. 
RE resources are delivered in a wide range of mediums from songs, prayers, hymns, photographs, stories, symbols, artefacts and objects of reference. Pupils of all abilities can access these resources and signs/labels are provided to 
support learning.
Assessment and Progress
Pupil achievements, progress and experiences in RE are recorded by the class teams through observation files (Foundation Stage) and on Evidence for Learning (EFL). Teachers use EFL to help set appropriate, relevant objectives and expected outcomes in RE for individual pupils and to record progress over the terms. The school has created ‘lanes’ for each subject which outline outcomes from Lane 1- Lane 8 for subject specific learners. Non subject specific learners are following the NSSL framework.  From LKS2 onwards the pupils are assessed, and if they are subject specific learners they will work on the lanes most suited to their ability. The co-ordinator is reliant on feedback from teachers, written observations, work scrutiny and evidence on EFL to monitor pupil progress in RE.
Students in KS4 and the 6th Form focus on units of work from an externally accredited qualification which are recorded in their individual files for accreditation.

Pupil achievements, progress and experiences in RE are recorded by the class teams though Records of Achievements & annotating the schemes of work. Progress is reported to parents through Annual Review Reports. 
Monitoring 

At year 1, 2, 3- teachers complete an evaluation of term’s curriculum on the school server which the coordinator can access to monitor what has been taught and how successful sessions have been. These include details of activities that have been carried out and any comments concerning the topic. 
Long term planning

Key stages 1, 2 and 3 have a two year rolling plan. 
Key Stage 4 & 5 follow the ASDAN curriculum where RE is included within Transition Challenge Award (KS4)

Short Term Planning
Details of individual lessons for the whole class, group or individuals are included on each class’s weekly Forward Plan and lesson plans are written as required.  

Resources
The school also has a store of RE resources that are in labelled boxes in two cupboards on the corridor at Park Lane School. These are currently in the process of being overhauled. 
The school RE co-ordinator is able to discuss with staff their individual needs and order resources accordingly. They welcome ideas and recommendations for new resources and props.
Equal Opportunities

RE is offered to all pupils regardless of their gender, race, religious belief, and disability.  This ensures that all students can take part.  The resources are monitored to ensure they are appropriate to the students and class teachers can approach the co-ordinator to request specific equipment/resources if needed for specific pupils.  
Health and Safety

Teachers are aware of health & safety issues relating to the use of RE resources and any visits that are planned by themselves.
Reporting to Governors

The co-ordinator is available to write a short report in the Autumn term each year to inform Governors what has been achieved in RE over that year.

This policy was reviewed and updated by the co-ordinator in September 2022
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