 Park Lane School

Humanities Policy Statement. 2022-2023
The importance of Humanities 

A high quality Humanities education will equip pupils with a knowledge of places, people, resources and natural and human environments. …As pupil’s progress their growing knowledge about their local area should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes. (Taken from National Curriculum In England-Geography).  
Rationale 

Humanities will be taught within the Park Lane School Value Community. In Community pupils will be taught the following strands:

· Show respect

· Learn about the world

· Learn about the past

· Build positive relationships 

· Be a good citizen

Intent Statement
The study of Humanities through Community aims to: 

- 
Help pupils develop some geographical and historical knowledge and understanding, 

-
Help pupils develop an understanding of the important historical and geographical factors in their local area, for example water from the Peak District and its importance in the Silk industry.
-
Help pupils to develop a concern about their environment and to develop a sense of responsibility for care of the earth. 

-
Help pupils develop an awareness of the relationship between people and environments including the effect of environmental conditions on human activities. 

-
Help pupils acquire knowledge and understanding about physical and human process that bring about changes, the interaction between these processes and awareness of the consequences of these changes. 

-
Help pupils develop an awareness and appreciation of cultures within our society and other parts of the World. 

-
Help pupils to develop skills in observation from direct experience (fieldwork) and secondary sources. 

-
Cover the requirements of the National Curriculum. 

Rights Respecting Schools. 

Article23

A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as possible, independence and to play an active part in the community. 

Examples in the Community curriculum: key figures in History who have influenced lives of the disabled-Helen Keller.

Article 27.
Every child has the right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical and social needs and to support their development. 

Examples in the Community curriculum: wider community support-donating to foodbanks, work of Fairtrade. 

Article 29

Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 
Examples in the Community curriculum: Improving school community grounds. Recycling. Global warming. 

Article 30

Every child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and religion of their family, whether or not these are shared by the majority of people in the country where they live.

Examples in the Community curriculum-festivals and cultural events, festivals and celebrations. 

How is the subject implemented? 

Geography and History are taught together as Humanities, under the Community Value.  Schemes of Work are written to deliver aspects of Geography and History through the thematic approach. The suggested learning activities are written to include all learners with class teachers determining which activities are appropriate for each group of learners. 
In order to facilitate the learning of all pupils some may need access to: 
-
ICT equipment, including hardware and software. 

-
Alternative and augmentative communication, e.g. signs, symbols and PECS. 
-
A multi-sensory approach. 

-
Support from other adults due to physical disabilities, medical conditions, or behaviours of concern. 

Long Term Planning: 

The Park Lane Schemes of Work for Humanities will be written based on a 2 year rolling programme under the Community Value. 
Evidence-2 year rolling programme.
Medium Term PIanning: 

When planning the Humanities/Community Schemes of Work it is important to ensure consideration is given to the pupils' age and level of development. Therefore, the pupils will work to cover areas of the National Curriculum which are written for a younger age, however there are appropriate outcomes to address the levels of development. The objectives, outcomes and activities are written to ensure continuity and progression as pupil’s progress through key stages... The class teams record progress on: 
-
Scheme of Work. 

-
Evidence for Learning. 
-       Written and photographic evidence-pupil workbooks.
Progress is reported to parents in a pupil's Annual Review of Education, Health and Care Plan. 
Evidence-Community Schemes of Work 
Short Term Planning: 
Planning for the whole class or small groups is written into the weekly Forward Plan and, where used, Individual Lesson Plans. 

Opportunities for Reading in Humanities. 
Reading is embedded in the Humanities curriculum. There are the following opportunities for reading:
Consistent responses to Sensory activities.

Handling artefacts. 
Use of objects of reference.
Recognising and responding to routines. 

Photographs. 
Symbols-to read and record pupil work. Pupils are able to read their work back using symbols. 
Written work-pupils are able to read their own work. 

Stories or passages from stories e.g. The Dog Detectives-Lost in London. 
Online-websites linked to places of interest. 

Text books.

Reference books e.g. atlas.  

Historical sources, e.g. historical diary.
Geographical materials-globe, maps. 

Monitoring of Impact: 

The Schemes of Work are collated by the subject co-ordinators at the end of each term for monitoring of implementation and impact. Written/verbal feedback from teaching staff will be collated and used to inform future planning.  

Evidence-Impact Statements. 
Humanities-Health and Safety.
The teaching of Humanities, whether in school or out of school, is mindful of, and attentive to, Health and Safety issues. These are included in written Schemes of Work. 
All geography field trips and historical educational visits will be preceded by a risk assessment. 
Post Ofsted Actions. Completed April 2021

As a result of the Ofsted Inspection reported in June 2021 the Humanities Coordinator has taken the following actions:
Reviewed and revised the Humanities Policy Statement: 

· COVID19 Statements reflecting current national restrictions and local guidance.

· Included Articles from Rights Reflecting Schools which link to teaching of Humanities 

· Curriculum intent, implementation and impact.

Written and evaluated 1 year of curriculum planning and teaching, taking account of feedback from class teachers 

Identified wider areas of curriculum impact. 

Used current assessment data to inform planning learning outcomes 
Identified clear assessment activities at beginning and end of planned Schemes of Work.

May 2021

Identified opportunities for reading within the subjects. 
COVID19 Statement (Amended February 2021/Updated April 2021/Updated September 2021)
Due to the current pandemic all educational visits have been ceased. 

Pupils can visit:

· Areas of the campus only.

Pupils will only go out with other pupils and staff who are in their “class bubble”. 

Educational visits using the school minibuses are not permitted. 

This will impact on the teaching of Humanities through the Community Value because pupils will not be able to gain first hand experiences of local landmarks and places of historical interest to support their learning. Use of websites and other sources of information will have to be used e.g. photographs, to support learning. 

Educational visits are not included in Schemes of Work and alternative sources of information and photographs will be recommended to teachers. 
April 2021
From the return to school on the 19th April 2021 educational visits to outside places will be permitted. Ideally these will be local visits to places within walking distance e.g. South Park, Footpath at back of school leading to Moss Road. 

Educational visits using minibus will be permitted in class bubbles to outside places that are open to the public e.g. Farm, National Trust properties. COVID19 measures must be included in the risk assessment and written parental consent must be obtained for all pupils going on the educational visit. 

Appropriate educational visits will be included in Schemes of Work. As indoor visits are not permitted the Humanities Co-ordinator will suggest alternatives such as links to virtual tours on websites of relevant places of interest and educational relevance.

September 2021

Educational visits to all places of interest can be made. Risk assessments will still consider COVID19 as part of an overall assessment of risk carried out before an educational visit takes place. 

Review
This Statement will be reviewed annually or sooner depending upon circumstances.
Reviewed February 2021
Reviewed and revised April 2021.

Reviewed and revised September 2021

Reviewed September 2022
