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Arts Policy
September 2022
Rationale.
At Park Lane School we believe that the Arts offer opportunities beyond conventional means of expressing thoughts and feelings as well as communicating. All pupils, including our most profoundly disabled respond to music and movement. Including dance, music, art and drama within the curriculum supports all other areas of learning making it accessible for all. Music and drama in particular link areas of learning in all subjects. 
Basic Principles
· That all students, regardless of gender, ability, cultural or ethnic origin, have the right to experience the Arts in as a broad a context as possible.
· That every student should be taught to be creative and appreciative of the Arts in the widest sense of the word, and that this appreciation allows our students to develop a greater and more sophisticated understanding of the world around them.
· That access to the Arts allows students to extend their exploration of the spiritual, cultural, moral and ethical aspects of the world in which they live and that it is our job to ensure they do this at every opportunity.
· That the Arts provide invaluable learning tools that can enhance a student’s understanding of the curriculum. We acknowledge that students learn most effectively through a variety of media, including aural, visual and kinaesthetic and that therefore use of the Arts across the curriculum allows the teaching staff to employ a broad range of teaching strategies in their day to day work.
· That the Arts are best taught through a combination of practical processes and intellectual investigation
· That the Arts encourage skills of empathy, negotiation, co-operation and teamwork
· That through their learning experiences they improve their chances of gaining meaningful work and leisure activities.
· That we should give every student in our school the chance to shine and achieve wherever their talents lie, thus allowing our students to grow daily in self esteem and confidence.
· That it is our job to widen the experience of the Arts as an aesthetic, social, practical and enjoyable aspect of the curriculum.
Curriculum time

We aim to provide at least an hour a week of music and art which are planned and delivered as part of a curriculum strand i.e. Creativity. However, much more time is allocated to the Arts as it is embedded in all subject areas across the age ranges. 
Extra- curricular activities
Currently there a re singing and signing groups and a choir that run during lunchtimes and a film club that runs after school once every half term for puils at each key stage from KS3 to 6th form
Cross-curricular activities
The biggest cross-curricular arts event is the annual Arts Week which runs in conjunction with Fallibroome Academy and six feeder primary schools. All the schools follow the same theme for the week and often share the same visiting artists. The school follows an alternative timetable for the week. Usually Each class teacher plans a box of activities which cover a range of different Arts Activities around a central theme. 
The Christmas concert is another example of a whole school cross-curricular activity where performances are often planned in literacy sessions, dances are practised in PE, props are created in D&T, scenery is made in art and pieces are rehearsed in drama. 

Regular visits from external providers allow students to experience live music and workshops led by professional artists.

The Arts are utilised throughout the curriculum in everyday planning and delivery to support learning across ages and abilities. 

The Arts Facilities and Plans for Improvement
We continue to have access to a music therapist on a weekly basis, this has proven invaluable and therefore the range of pupils that have access to the therapy is monitored and reviewed often so that as many can benefit as budget and time constraints allow. 

Students in Upper school have access to a dedicated Art room.
Our link with Fallibroome Academy that specialises in the Arts also provides us with excellent facilities for lessons, concerts and DVD recording of special events. 
Monitoring and Evaluation.
The policy will be monitored and reviewed in the light of any new legislation. Procedural changes will be made in consultation with the Head Teacher and Art and Music coordinators. 
Review of  Policy.
The policy will be reviewed on an annual basis.
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